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The transition from December to January is one which seems to pass away as quickly as a simple
blink of the eye. However, the blurring of our sight probably began back in late November for many
of us. In our struggle to balance work, family, faith, preparations, decorations, events, and
shopping, the hazy days between Thanksgiving and Christmas seemed to drain away the last few
drops of both our energy and our sanity. The holy days which were supposed to bring us a much
needed break from our hectic lives and allow us to focus our attention on the goodness and the love
of God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, appear to have been transformed into something
totally foreign from their beautiful purpose. We ask ourselves, “How could we let this happen
again?” Certainly we wanted this year to be different.

Then, before we have a chance to recover we realize that time has not stood by silently waiting
for our permission to resume. Wow! Another year has come and gone. Sinking a little lower in our
chair we realize that once again we have allowed the slippery sand of another whole year to slip
through our fingers before we were ready. As 2011 had come around our hopes had been renewed,
as well as our marvelous plans (and resolutions). Wait a minute, now it is 2012. Once again hope
begins to come into view as we sit up in our chairs. Our big plans for the New Year start to dance
before our eyes, and without even thinking about it we are back on our feet with a renewed sense of
purpose and stamina. Things will definitely be different this year.

180 years ago a group of Christian men were wrestling with hope and fear. The group was made
up of men of various ages who had wrestled with their faith and had vowed to throw off the
corruptions which plagued their various denominations. You see, for some time, the churches in
America had been trying to regain the favor of the people. The fighting, divisions, and immorality of
those who professed Christ had put a bad taste in the mouths of the vast majority of Americans,
causing them to either want nothing to do with the church or want the church to become extinct.

Many in the church seemed unconcerned, but there were others who began to get back to reading
their Bibles who were concerned and discontented with the way things were. They began to
challenge the manmade teachings that had brought each of their respective denominations into
existence. Obviously the majority of the clergy and other leaders of the various denominations were
aggravated and wanted nothing to do with following the Bible over their precious creeds. It is sad
that some were more loyal to their denomination than they were to Christ and His word. As a result
some withdrew from these churches to band together with others who wanted to simply be
Christians based on the truth of God’s word and not on the additions that man has made to it.

Churches were formed believing and practicing what the Bible teaches, which certainly
challenged many of their cherished beliefs, even those passed on from their parents and
grandparents. The more they learned of each other the stronger their desire to follow Christ’s
wishes (read John 17:20-23). This led to two main groups that were generally referred to as the
Reformers and the Christians. Two meetings were scheduled in Kentucky: Dec. 23-26 in
Georgetown and Dec. 30-Jan.2 in Lexington (1831-1832). It was here that the two groups began the
process of uniting together around the nation. There had been some small unions in various states,
and even some area wide ones in Indiana prior to this, but it was at this time that they were ready
to practice what they knew they should do, even if it was a huge challenge. While the end of the
year was hectic and stressful for them, it was for different reasons than is usually the case with us.
However, for them and for us, the New Year brought a renewal of hope.

John Merritt



This ‘N’ That

Congratulations to Jason and Tasha Dailey on the birth
of their daughter, Jaselyn Grace. She was born Dec. 4,
weighing 7 Ib. 12 oz. and is 20 in. long. LaVerne Dailey
is Jaselyn’s proud great-grandma.

Family New Years Eve Party—7 pm in Family Life
Center. Bring the whole family, your favorite table game,
and snacks to share.

Thanks to Richard and Melba Loyd and Arlie Hanaver
and Irvin Hitner for all of their work on the beautiful
poinsettia tree. Irvin and Arlie put the tree together and
Richard and Melba ordered, picked up and arranged the
plants.

Thanks to Margie Teigland, the choir and all involved in
the Cantata on December 18. It was spectacular!

Directory Update:

Virginia DeMent

1810 Graybrook Lane Apt. 106
New Albany, IN 47150

PH: 812-590-3287

SCOT Report

The Wayside Christian Mission can always use
any warm clothes, coats, hats, gloves and also any
kitchen dishes/ silverware that you may have. They
will accept these donations anytime you would like
to deliver them.

They never turn down donations.

January 2012

On Monday, January 30, we will be preparing and
serving soup and sandwiches at the Northside
Downtown campus in New Albany. More details to
follow.

Thank you again for all those who are participating
in the SCOT events!

In Christian Sympathy
The family of Bob Van Meter, Mary Ledgerwood’s
brother. If you would like to send Mary a card, she is
staying with her daughter in Florida:

5260 SE Sterling Circle
Stuart, FL 34997

The family of David Brewer, Alberta Merritt's boyfriend,
was hit by a car on Dec. 20.

The family of Billy Jones, brother-in-law of Martha
Maclntosh (neighbor of the church)

Prayer Needs

(Current Requests)
Laura Adams (Dennis Murphy’s sister-in-law)
Ann Miller (member)
Tom/Margy Miller (M/M Cunningham'’s friends)
Claire Ricketts (M/M Tom Ricketts’
granddaughter)
Marvin Rowe (member)
Elsworth Scott (member)
Cathy Schmitt (Barbara Wayne’s friend)
Walter Terrell (member)
Helen Sturgeon and Royce Threlkel are now at
home

(Ongoing)
David Carver (Paul Moffett's nephew)
Jason Dailey (Laverne’s son)
Lauren Dapice (Denise Sears’ daughter)
Glenda Hoffman (member)
Al McVay (Matthew Couch’s father-in-law)
Lanny Middleton (Lynn Middleton’s father-in-law)
Tracey Miller (M/M Merrill Cunningham’s friend)
Anna Parish (M/M Marvin Rowe’s friend)
Dorothy Pyle (member)
Marilyn Troutman (member)
Walter Troutman (member)
Gabby Villarreal (Brenda Smith’s sister-in-law’s
granddaughter)
Lynn Vogt (wife of Patty Lee’s son’s co-worker)
Mike Young (member)

Note: Lanny Amy will be going home Dec. 31;
Viola Carmickle and Lois Longest (Brenda
Smith’s mother) are in Lincoln Hills; Ada Scott is
in Rolling Hills

Pray for our loved ones in the military and
their families

Chris Alcorn

Michael Bell (member)

*Tom Emery (M/M Dwight Smith’s son-in-law)
Daniel Hauck (M/M Walter Terrell’s son-in-law)
Joshua Johantgen (Ruth Rupright’s grandson)
Randy McLain (member)

Paul Sanders (Barbara Wayne’s nephew)
Megan Scales (llene Joslin’s niece)

Joey Shelton (Barbara Wayne’s nephew)
*Gary Sommers (classmate of Lauren Bauer)
Christopher Wager (Denise Couch’s nephew)

(bold denotes serving overseas at present
time)



Youth Corner

Greetings from Bro. Mark!

The Christmas season is almost a memory and as | sit and write to you, | have absolutely no Christmas
shopping done. This is typical for me, year after year. Whenever Sabrina and the kids ask me what | want
for Christmas | always answer with the same thing, "Don't get me anything for Christmas." I'm not trying to
be difficult, please believe me, | just have everything | want. | have a loving and beautiful wife, two great
kids and a new church family to get to know.

During this time of the year, take the time to listen to your children, grand-children or even great-grand-
children giggle, laugh and continuously chatter during the holidays. | guess I'm becoming an old softy, but
the older | get, it's the simple things that make me happy at Christmas time. Don't get me wrong, if | got a
new catfish pole or some new tires for my ole' Jeep, | wouldn't complain. But, being with the people | love
this time of year is the most important thing for me anymore.

As we celebrate the birth of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords this year, do it with those you love the
most. Don't skimp on Christmas this year! | really mean it, don't be cheap with your love, time and yourself.
There is no better way to celebrate Christ's birth than with hugs, kisses, listening ears and sharing hearts.

As we look forward to a New Year, my prayer for you is that your words are tinged with grace and your
actions are rich with love and compassion. Einstein said that the definition of insanity is doing the same
thing, day after day, while expecting different results. Dare to be different this year! Start a prayer journal or
take daily prayer walks for wellness of body and spirit. Let's us not keep getting the same results by living in
the same old dead ways. And, finally, smile a lot! It causes people to guess what you're up to.

Bro. Mark

All teens meet in the FLC from 9to 11 am

every Sunday Kids Clubhouse News

Teen Worship at 10 am Junior Worship meets downstairs from 9am &
Wednesday night youth group meets at 7 p.m. 1lam. We would love to have all the kids we
for those in grades 6-12. If you have any can get from Kindergarten to 5™ grade.
questions contact Mark at 502.475.5006
Middle School girls meet at the home of As we start a new year, I would like to take
Theresa Lamb every 2nd and 4th Thursday the time to thank all those who are involved
nights at 6:30 pm with our elementary program. Thank you to
Lorie, Gerry, & Katie for taking time each
GOD IS FAITHFUL month to teach. Thank you to Lynn, Becky,
God will never fail us. Cindy, and Rob for being such great & willing
He will not forsake helpers. Thank you to Paula for coming up
His eternal covenant with great crafts for us. Thank you to

He will never break.
Resting on His promise,
What have we to fear?

God is all-sufficient Now I would like to ask for some help. We

For the coming year. need two people to help with preschoolers,

when we have them. Please contact Mary if
you fTeel led to help in this ministry.

Debbie for working with us on lessons and
music. Your are all so appreciated!

-from "Out of My Treasure”



The Cracked Pot

A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on each end of a pole which he carried across
his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, and while the other pot was perfect and always delivered
a full portion of water at the end of the long walk from the stream to the masters house, the cracked
pot arrived only half full. For a full two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering only one
and a half pots full of water in his masters house.

Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect to the end for which it was
made. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it was able
to accomplish only half of what it had been made to do.

After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the
stream. "l am ashamed of myself, and | want to apologize to you."

"Why?" asked the bearer. "What are you ashamed of?"

"l have been able, for these past two years, to deliver only half my load because this crack in my
side causes water to leak out all the way back to your masters house. Because of my flaws, you
have to do all of this work, and you don't get full value from your efforts." The pot said.

The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his compassion he said, "As we return to
the masters house, | want you to notice the beautiful flowers along the path."

Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of the sun warming the beautiful wild
flowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it some. But at the end of the trail, it still felt bad
because it had leaked out half its load, and so again the Pot apologized to the bearer for its failure.

The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice that there were flowers only on your side of your path,
but not on the other pots side? That's because | have always known about your flaw, and | took
advantage of it. | planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back
from the stream, you've watered them. For two years | have been able to pick these beautiful
flowers to decorate my masters table. Without you being just the way you are, he would not have
this beauty to grace his house."

Each of us has our own unique flaws. We re all cracked pots. But if we will allow it, the Lord will use
our flaws to grace His Fathers table. In Gods great economy, nothing goes to waste. Don't be afraid
of your flaws. Acknowledge them, and you too can be the cause of beauty. Know that in our
weakness we find our strength.

So as we seek ways to minister together and as God calls you to the tasks He has appointed for
you, don't be afraid of your flaws. Acknowledge them and allow Him to take advantage of them, and
you, too, can be the cause of beauty in His pathway.
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Scottsville Christian Church
7857 Scottsville Road

Floyds Knobs, IN 47119

(812)9235212
www.scottsvillechristian.org
john@scottsvillechristian.org
info@scottsvillechristian.org

Staff
John Merritt Senior Minister
Mark Brown Youth Minister

Brenda Smith Secretary
Margie Teigland Choir Dir/Pianist

Weekly Schedule
Sunday
Sunday School  9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:00 AM
Jr. Worship 10:00 AM
Teen Worship 10:00 AM
Choir Practice  5:30 PM

Wednesday
Adult Bible Study 7:00 PM

Teens gr.6-12  7:00 PM

2nd/4th Thursday’s
Middle Sch. Girls 6:30 PM
at Lamb residence

AN

S Servers

N * Tom Neely (Capt.)
b Greg Glass

g Joe Schulz

c Jim Mitchell

g Richard Loyd

*Also prepares Table

Scottsville Community Outreach Team

If any of you have any service or outreach ideas
for our SCOT team, see Darlene Hicks or David
Stermer — or contact them by phone:

Darlene: 502-432-9400 David: 812-923-7996



